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First impressions are
IMPORTANT



First Impressions
Think about a time someone made a first 
impression on you that was positive or 
negative.  What traits led to that 
impression?



Dress/Appearance
There is nothing wrong with dressing up.
It shows you are serious about your 
appearance and exhibits 
professionalism.



Introductions
Introduce yourself to college and career 
representatives when you go to their 
table.



You walk up to a school’s display.  
○ Rep:  “Hello, I’m Derek with Such and Such University, please feel 

free to ask any questions you may have about our school.” 
○ You:  “Hello Derek.  My name is John Q. Student and I am 

interested in knowing what kinds of clubs and organizations you 
have at your school.”

Example



Manners
Be respectful. Use “Please” and “Thank 
you”. DO NOT just grab swag off the table 
and walk off.



Representing Your School
Colleges and employers want to see 
students excited about their education 
and future career plans.



Before the Expo:
Setting yourself up for a good experience



Before the expo
● Make sure you completed YouScience
● Colleges & area businesses will be in 

attendance...bring a resume if you plan 
to speak with potential employers



Before the expo
● Use SCOIR to create a 

resume
● Login > 

https://app.scoir.com/signi
n 

● My Profile
● Export Resume

https://app.scoir.com/signin
https://app.scoir.com/signin




Review the list of schools 
and employers that will be 
at the expo.

Before the expo



Ask yourself:
● What size school do I want to attend?  
● Do I have any ideas of a major?  
● Do I want to be in a city/small town?  
● Do I want to start a two-year, four-year, or technical school?  
● What activities do I want to participate in?  
● What career fields am I interested in exploring further?
● Could I engage in a Work-Based Learning internship?



Highlight postsecondary options on the 
list that you think may best answer some 
of those questions, so you can be sure to 
visit their table.

Before the expo



Make a list/be prepared 
with questions to ask the 
different representatives 
(see following slides)

Before the expo



Questions to ask at a
College & Career Expo



Questions to ask at the expo:
1. What type of student succeeds at your school/in your environment?
2. How many students live on campus?
3. What are the typical class sizes?
4. How diverse is your campus/program?
5. Is there an Honors program?
6. What are the admission requirements? ACT scores?  GPA?



7. What skills are employers looking for?
8. Other than FAFSA, how do I apply for scholarships?
9. What do I need to get a job or internship in this career field?
10. What opportunities do you have for pre-apprenticeship and 
apprenticeships?
11. Does your company help with tuition reimbursement and industry 
credentials?
Of course these are examples and you may want to ask questions more specific to what 
is important to you in choosing a career.



During the Expo



Bring notebook and pen 
to write down information 
you receive as you speak 
to reps and employers.

During the expo



Ask Questions!!!! This is your 
chance to get some very good 
information about career and 
college opportunities.

During the Expo



Leave time for browsing- after 
you see the schools/employers 
you wanted to see, look around 
at ones that you may not know 
as much about but look 
interesting.

During the Expo



Take your time!!!  Don’t rush 
through the exhibits. There will be 
lots of colleges and careers 
represented.  Make sure you see 
everything you want to see.

During the Expo



Even if several friends plan
to visit the same college or
career table, don’t all go
together.

Be Independent!



Scan the QR code for the list of 
vendors attending the Expo!



Helpful Handouts for the event: NACAC 

College Fair Ask Admissions Checklists; 

College Comparison Worksheet; 

College Selection Criteria; UTK Center 

for Career Development Academic 

Exploration 

Additional Resources

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nacacfairs.org%2Fglobalassets%2Fcollege-fair--homepage%2Fncf-documents%2Faskadmission%2Faskadmission_all63.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cchristy.seals%40knoxschools.org%7C7cb9e73658694671057608daf94d7096%7Ca2c165ce3db24317b7428b26460ec108%7C0%7C0%7C638096408245166278%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xoB%2FlUrgANqONQUpBMeTpLBmqAf71UJQ%2FGT5WaERc%2FQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nacacfairs.org%2Fglobalassets%2Fcollege-fair--homepage%2Fncf-documents%2Faskadmission%2Faskadmission_all63.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cchristy.seals%40knoxschools.org%7C7cb9e73658694671057608daf94d7096%7Ca2c165ce3db24317b7428b26460ec108%7C0%7C0%7C638096408245166278%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xoB%2FlUrgANqONQUpBMeTpLBmqAf71UJQ%2FGT5WaERc%2FQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1k_Zdz1wgG7AgQ3-g65NagfS1KcoDte2l%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dshare_link&data=05%7C01%7Cchristy.seals%40knoxschools.org%7C7cb9e73658694671057608daf94d7096%7Ca2c165ce3db24317b7428b26460ec108%7C0%7C0%7C638096408245322497%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GsfwwNLQ1oTAnbeA8707nS2%2BKKfjVC1b8gHnPlKwRao%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1-DxY7ebNMiE6n9oNAS2VHGt9Yd6xmP3I%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dshare_link&data=05%7C01%7Cchristy.seals%40knoxschools.org%7C7cb9e73658694671057608daf94d7096%7Ca2c165ce3db24317b7428b26460ec108%7C0%7C0%7C638096408245322497%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VqUw1CAWtcSFk9B5RYLT0xfCBIAV%2BEkzrQQRGPhmP%2BY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstudentsuccess.utk.edu%2Fcareer%2Fvideo-playlist%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cchristy.seals%40knoxschools.org%7C7cb9e73658694671057608daf94d7096%7Ca2c165ce3db24317b7428b26460ec108%7C0%7C0%7C638096408245322497%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WlU5tKbB5o7IV%2FEwPR9keq%2BJ5MMc6BlQW%2B2CJs5zAVY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstudentsuccess.utk.edu%2Fcareer%2Fvideo-playlist%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cchristy.seals%40knoxschools.org%7C7cb9e73658694671057608daf94d7096%7Ca2c165ce3db24317b7428b26460ec108%7C0%7C0%7C638096408245322497%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WlU5tKbB5o7IV%2FEwPR9keq%2BJ5MMc6BlQW%2B2CJs5zAVY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstudentsuccess.utk.edu%2Fcareer%2Fvideo-playlist%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cchristy.seals%40knoxschools.org%7C7cb9e73658694671057608daf94d7096%7Ca2c165ce3db24317b7428b26460ec108%7C0%7C0%7C638096408245322497%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WlU5tKbB5o7IV%2FEwPR9keq%2BJ5MMc6BlQW%2B2CJs5zAVY%3D&reserved=0

